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Philip James. Dr James has more than 25 years of dedicated aquaculture experience. He 

has worked at Nofima for more than 11 years with a focus on the aquaculture of low 

trophic marine species. He has investigated all aspects of wild collection, roe 

enhancement and farming of sea urchins. In addition, he has been involved in a range of 

projects on other low trophic species such as king crab, snow crab and macroalgae. 

More recently, his focus has been on the coordination of the H2020 project on 

developing low trophic aquaculture Value chains across the Atlantic (AquaVitae). 

 

 

Elisa Ravagnan. Dr Ravagnan (Senior Scientist at NORCE) is an environmental scientist 

with more than 20 years of experience in environmental modelling and statistics, as 

well as the use of inter- and cross-disciplinary approaches to study the effects of 

human activities on the marine environment. She has been involved in many 

international and national project spanning from environmental data acquisition and 

pattern recognition, O&G activities and, in the last decade, aquaculture production. 

She is currently coordinating the H2020 project ASTRAL: All-Atlantic Ocean 

sustainable, profitable and resilient aquaculture and co-leader of the Nordic centre of 

excellence SUREAQUA. 

 

 

Charlotte Dupont is a Systemic Biologist, PhD in Biology and expert in data analysis 

based in France. She co-founded BiOceanOr in 2018 to develop the first connected 

underwater weather station AquaREAL. BiOceanOr has received numerous awards and 

distinctions, including the recognition of AquaREAL by Solar Impulse foundation as one 

of the 1000 most efficient and sustainable solutions for the planet. 

 

 

Urd Grandorf Bak is working with Ocean Rainforest as the research manager. She is a 

marine biologist by education and holds an industrial PhD with the title: "Seaweed 

cultivation in the Faroe Islands", and she has in the past 5 years worked with most 

aspects of commercial seaweed cultivation from producing seeding material to a 

storage stable end-product. Urd has also participated in several national and 

international research projects and she is the case study leader of case study 2 

"Offshore macroalgae cultivation" in AquaVitae.  

 

 

https://www.bioceanor.com/en/our-values
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Cristina Yacoub Lopez is a Researcher at the Circular Economy Department of LEITAT 

(Sustainability Area), where she participates in different projects related to 

Aquaculture, Nature-Based Solutions, Sustainable Food Security and Water Treatment 

Technologies within and beyond Europe. She holds a PhD in Environmental Engineering 

and a Master’s in Chemical Engineering from the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya 

BarcelonaTech (UPC). 

 

 

Wagner  C. Valenti. Dr Valenti has more than 40 years dedicated to aquaculture 
science, during which time he has created and directed new institutions and graduate 
programs, lead research networks, held international positions and published more 
than 200 peer reviewed articles, book and book chapters Currently, he is a Senior 
Research Scientist at the Aquaculture Center, São Paulo State University (UNESP). He is 
also Coordinator of the Brazilian Sustainable Aquaculture Network, and Executive 
Editor of the Aquaculture Reports, a scientific journal published by Elsevier. Valenti is 
Fellow of World Aquaculture Society since 2014, and won several other awards. His 
research work includes the assessment of sustainability, integrated aquaculture, 
nutrient budget, and bioeconomy. 

 
 
 

Michaela Aschan is Professor in Fisheries Biology and Management at the 

Norwegian College of Fisheries Science, UiT the Arctic University of Norway, since 

2006. She serves as Vice Dean with responsibility for PhD training at the Faculty of 

Biosciences, Fisheries and Economics and became an Excellent teacher practitioner 

in 2017. Aschan has worked with different aspects of Ecosystem based managent 

including population biology, stock assessments, resource economics and 

stakeholder involvement. She has assembled multidisciplinary teams for solving 

societal challenges and has wide experience from national and EU projects (e.g. 

coordinator of ClimeFish), ICES Working Groups and Marine Stewardship Council 

(MSC) certifications. Her research covers several scientific areas including climate 

driven changes and resilience in the marine ecosystem, climate adaptation in fisheries and aquaculture, stock 

assessment and population biology of shellfish; fish and benthic community structure; and challenges in fisheries 

regulation and management.  

 

Marissa Brink-Hull is a Marine Scientist and holds a PhD in Genetics from 

Stellenbosch University. Currently , she is a postdoctoral research fellow at the 

University of Cape Town, South Africa, where her research is focused on assessing 

the microorganisms associated with integrated multi-trophic aquaculture (IMTA) 

systems. She is also an ASTRAL All-Atlantic Ocean Research Youth Ambassador. 
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Luis Poersch is a Professor at the Institute of Oceanography of the Federal 

University of Rio Grande (FURG) in Brazil. He holds an MSc. in Marine Sciences 

from the Catholic University of the North (UCN) of Chile and a PhD in Biological 

Oceanography from the FURG. He has vast experience working on Fishery 

Resources and Aquaculture, focusing on shrimp production and multi-trophic 

systems 

 

 

 

 

Sylvain Huchette, Dr Huchette is founding manager of the sea-based abalone 

farm of France Haliotis and has over 20 years of experience with abalone 

aquaculture. He has been involved in a range of projects on European abalone and 

seaweed aquaculture covering topics such as nutrition, reproduction and genetic 

selection, pathology, associated microbiotes or ocean acidification. More recently, 

his focus has been on Integrated MultiTrophic Aquaculture (IMTA) in the context 

of Aquavitae H2020 project.  

 

 

 

 
David Bassett - EATiP – European Aquaculture Technology & Innovation Platform 
Secretary General 
 
David began working in the aquaculture sector in 2005 first as the CEO of a UK 
trade association before starting project work with EATiP, including the H2020 
funded EURASTiP, addressing the development of aquaculture platforms in south 
Asia.  Through FEAP he followed various EU projects, participated in EC 
aquaculture policy development & worked on certification & standards.  As 
General Secretary of EATiP, he coordinates the platform’s response to the 
research, technology & innovation priorities in European aquaculture. 

 


